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Prein&Newhof expands airport team, services
Although Prein&Newhof has served airport 
clients in Michigan for more than 30 years, it 
has selectively expanded its airport team in the 
last two years. 

In 2011, Prein&Newhof acquired Peckham 
Engineering in Traverse City, hiring its 
employees including company founder Robert 
Peckham, CAD designer Art Christiansen, 
and airport planner Stephanie Green. In late 
2012 and early 2013, P&N hired two airport 
engineers, Bob Nelesen, PE and Jon Van 
Duinen, PE who both have extensive experience 
working with Michigan’s airports. 

In February, former Gerald R. Ford 
International Airport (GFIA) Executive 
Director Jim Koslosky joined the team. With 
the addition of Koslosky, Prein&Newhof offers 
aviation clients a variety of airport planning, 
programming, and management services 
in addition to its traditional airport design 
services. 

“We’re a one–stop shop,” said Koslosky. When 
asked why he came out of retirement to join 
Prein&Newhof, Koslosky said, “I’m doing this 
because I still have a lot of love for the people 
in the airport industry. I missed being connected 
with and helping them. During the time I served 
as Executive Director of GFIA (21 years), the 
staff there always held Prein&Newhof in high 
respect. There are quality people here who are 
experienced and the company is locally–owned. 
That’s important to me.”

Prein&Newhof Senior Project Manager John 
Stroo, PE explained that these professionals 
bring increased depth of service and new 
service offerings to P&N’s airport team. “We 
have always served a range of airports from the 
smallest to the second largest in Michigan, and 
everything in between,” said Stroo. 

Moving forward in the airport world means 
combining experience with innovation —
something a well–rounded and diverse team can 
certainly do. 

“I’m doing this 

because I still have 

a lot of love for the 

people in the airport 

industry. I missed being 

connected with and 

helping them.”

Jim Koslosky, Former GFIA 
Executive Director

“Our team has a good 

blend of youth and 

experience—more than 

200 years of combined 

airport experience—

which is a really strong 

offering.” 

Jim Cook, P.E., Chairman of 
Prein&Newhof

Our airport clients now include: 

• Cherry Capital Airport (Traverse City)
• Delta County Airport (Escanaba)
• Dowagiac Municipal Airport (Dowagiac)
• Ford Airport (Dickinson County)
• Gerald R. Ford Intl. Airport (Grand Rapids) 
• Grand Haven Memorial Airpark
• Greenville Municipal Airport (Greenville)
• Luce County Airport (Newberry)
• Griffith Field (Lakeview)
• Mackinac County Airport (St. Ignace)
• Mackinac Island Airport (Mackinac Island)
• Manistee County Blacker Airport (Manistee)
• Mason County Airport (Ludington)
• Muskegon County Airport (Muskegon)
• Oakland County International Airport (Pontiac)
• Oakland/Troy Airport (Troy)
• Oceana County Airport (Shelby)
• Padgham Field (Allegan)
• Presque Isle County Airport (Rogers City)

Cherry Capital Airport Terminal

Our current airport clients

Ongoing Work 

While forming relationships with new clients, 
who have been renewing their five–year 
engineering consultant contracts, the team 
continues to work on the following projects:

• Cherry Capital Airport: Runway Extension
• Gerald R. Ford International Airport 

(GFIA): Stormwater Management Project, 
Concourse B Expansion

• Muskegon County Airport: Air Rescue 
and Fire Fighting Building Renovation, 
Passenger Terminal Apron Rehabilitation

• Lakeview–Griffith Field Airport: Runway 
9/27 Overlay

• Oakland–Troy Airport: Parallel Taxiway 
Rehab

• Manistee County Blacker Airport: Snow 
Removal Equipment Building Expansion

• Oakland County International Airport: 
Taxiway C Rehabilitation
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GFIA improves stormwater system with natural treatment
Prein&Newhof led the design of Gerald R. Ford International Airport’s 
natural stormwater treatment system and is now overseeing its construction. 
The system is designed to improve discharges from the airport and will 
include a flow–regulating detention basin; sediment removal; grates to stop 
water–borne, non–floating debris; and log booms that float on the surface to 
collect large floating debris.

The system features natural treatment cells that create an environment for 
naturally–occurring bacteria to break down airport deicers in stormwater 
discharges. The entire system will help GFIA meet their National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit requirements.

Construction began this fall and is scheduled to be completed by September 30, 2015. The project involves coordination with CSXT, 
MDOT (highway and AERO), FAA, Kent County Road Commission, Cascade Township, the Golf Club at Thornapple Pointe and 
multiple consultants. It is the first treatment facility for deicing–impacted stormwater at any airport in the State of Michigan.

Traverse City extends runway, improves safety
P&N helped Cherry Capital Airport in Traverse City design 
a 400–foot extension for Runway 28 simultaneous to 
relocating the airport’s only instrument landing system. Both 
improvements are intended to aid airport safety. Multiple–phase 
construction kept the airport in operation throughout the project. 

Highlights included: constructing 400’ of runway in 11 days 
while the runway was reduced to 5,900’, relocating the glide 
slope antenna and installing a new medium intensity approach 
lighting system with runway alignment indicator lights 
(MALSR), installing a temporary and a permanent precision 
approach path indicator (PAPI), relocating the Automated 
Surface Observation Station (ASOS) weather equipment and 
coordinating the development of changes to the instrument 
approach, and facilitating the distribution of approach 
procedures.


